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Getting Conservation Compliance 



ATCP 50 Implements changes to NR 151  

 Soil Erosion  

 Tillage Setback 

 Phosphorus Index (PI) and Nutrient Management 

(NM)  

 Process Wastewater 

 Gives guidance to Farmland Preservation 

Conservation Compliance components 

 

 



Implements Soil Erosion Standard  

 Incorporates version of 

NR 151.02 in effect when 

ATCP 50 is revised   

 

 

 

 

 Changes limited to:  

 Expanding soil erosion to require that pastures 

meet “T”   

 Referencing latest prediction models: RUSLE 2 

and Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS) 

 

 

 

 

 



Implements Tillage Setback 

 Incorporates version of NR 151.03 in effect 

when ATCP 50 is revised   

 DNR requirements not changed 

 Setback of 5 to 20 feet from surface water 

 No tillage and adequate vegetation  

 

 

 

 



Implements Tillage Setback 

 Starts with 5 ft. setback  

 Use best professional judgment to increase 

setback by smallest increment needed  

 Consider bank and landscape characteristics 

 Consult with NRCS or DATCP engineer/tech 

 Protects bank integrity by using BMPs   

(e.g. critical area stabilization) 

 CREP program can achieve compliance  

 No cost-sharing required to implement  



Implements Phosphorus Index (PI) Standard 

 Incorporates version of NR 

151.04 in effect when ATCP 50 

is revised   

 DNR requirements not changed  

 Where PI applies (cropland, 

pasture & winter grazing areas) 

 Methods of calculating PI  

 Acceptable runoff levels   

• Average 6 or less over 

accounting period 

• 12 or less in any one year 



Implements PI for Pastures  

 Three years from effective 

date of rule for pastures 

within:   

• 1,000 feet of lakes  

• 300 feet of rivers and 

streams  

 All pastures by 2020  

 Revises ATCP 50.04 to include pasture 

requirements in NR 151 
• Covers mechanical and other applications of nutrients  

 Phase-in for NR 151 requirements   
 

 



Uses SnapPlus to Manage Pastures 
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Addresses Farmland  

Preservation Program  

 Requires FPP participants to comply with 

standards 

 Creates county process for issuing 

Certificate of Compliance  

 Creates county process for issuing Notices 

of Noncompliance 

 Identifies county and state requirements 

for monitoring compliance with standards 

 

 



Establishes Phase-in for FPP 

Conservation Compliance 

 Delays implementation of 2011 DNR standards 

until January 1, 2016  

 Tillage setback, process wastewater, phosphorus index 

& pasture  
 



FPP Conservation Compliance 

Requirements  
 WI tax code requires 

compliance on the 

whole farm, not just 

land for which credit 

is claimed  

 Single farm includes 

same and adjacent 

tax parcels  

 Remember: Credit 

applies to all land 

owned, not just ag 

lands (e.g. woodlots) 



 Counties must document 

compliance reviews  

 DATCP form optional 

 May use Performance 

Schedules to identify 

practices needed and 

compliance deadlines 

 Cannot have schedules 

greater than 5 years 

 May allow 1 year for new 

fields to have NM plan 

FPP Conservation Compliance 

Determinations  



FPP Compliance Monitoring 

 Counties inspect farms once 

every 4 years 

 No discharges from production 

areas (e.g. barnyards, feed storage, 

manure storage)  

 NM plan being implemented on croplands and pastures 

 May use additional methods to monitor compliance (e.g. 

annual landowner self-certification) 

 DATCP inspects county once every 4 years 

 Adequate documentation of monitoring activities and 

landowner’s progress toward full implementation of 

performance standards 



Farmland Preservation Zoning Districts & New or 
Modified agreements 2010 tax year or later   

 

Farmers that did not collect a farmland 
preservation tax credit the previous year: 

– Must obtain a Certificate of Compliance from the 
County Land Conservation Committee showing 
compliance with the state agricultural performance 
standards under NR 151 & ATCP 50 

– Include the certificate with their tax return  
 

Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Credit 
Schedule FC-A and instructions 



Farmland Preservation Zoning Districts & New or 

Modified agreements 2010 tax year or later  

Farmers that did collect a tax credit without a 
Certificate of Compliance in the previous year: 

– Must obtain a Performance Schedule that enables claimants 
to comply with state conservation standards by a specific 
deadline set by the county before 2016 for current standards, 
(up to 5 years for new performance standards) 

Farmers should not be given a Certificate of Compliance 
unless they are in FULL COMPLIANCE with all of the ag 

performance standards! 

Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Credit 
Schedule FC-A and instructions 



 Counties should exercise 

reasonable judgment 

 Consider circumstances 

such as:  

 Seriousness of 

noncompliance  

 Extenuating 

circumstances 

 Likelihood of correction  

 Level of cooperation  

 

 

FPP Notices of Noncompliance 



Other Nutrient Management Changes 

 FPP performance standards 

can be implemented after 

May 2014 when ATCP 50 

became effective. 

 Clarifies that NM plans are 

only updated when cropping 

systems change 
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 Retains 2005 NRCS 590 Standard  

 590 standard, NM checklist available from DATCP 

website 

 May develop minimum standards for a DATCP-

approved farmer training course 



Conservation Compliance 
• Offer annual NM classes and use SnapPlus  

• Reduce fear by softening “continuing 
compliance” we are expecting you to update 
your plan, not going to provide cost sharing 
again for the same practice 

• Check if manure discharge is reaching the 
ditch 

• Check for grassed waterways in areas of 
concentrated flow 

• Explain the process that the Certificate of 
Compliance stays in effect until the LCC 
removes it 

• Let the farmer know you will be visiting & NM 
Plan review every 4 years  & assisting them 
with compliance problems 
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NM Plans 

“There’s so much more NM planning happening out there 
than is being recorded!” 

• Difficult to track down checklists each year 
– Manure storage cost share requires maintenance of the 

NM plan for 10 years! 

• Our data is only as good as what we get  
• Counties should track and report NM acres via 

spreadsheet or other method and email to DATCP 
annually 
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Reporting 



Soil Erosion Transect Survey 
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Conservation Planning with SnapPlus 



Check Variable Rate Apps using Reports 
 

Low P need  SnapPlus Average  High P need 
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SnapPlus V2 Daily Spreading Log 
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– Application Date 
– Driver 
– Field ID (Snap Plus field name) 
– Acres Applied 
– Manure/Process Wastewater Source 
– Spreader load Volume or weight 
– Number of Loads 
– Soil Conditions (saturated, non-sat., frozen, snow) 
– Weather During Application (temp & precipitation) 
– Application (Inject, Incorporated, or Surface) 



Predominant Soil 

N rate follow predominant soil if entered 



Grazing Herds & Rate Est. 



Conservation Summary 

• Offer annual NM classes and use SnapPlus  

• Offer grassed waterway assistance 

• Explain the Certificate of Compliance stays in effect until the LCC removes it 

• Let the farmer know you will be visiting & NM Plan review every 4 years  & 
assisting them with compliance problems 

• Check for manure discharge in road ditch and for erosion of concentrated flow 
 

For NM information 
http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Nutrient_Management/index.aspx 

 
Sue Porter, DATCP; 608-224-4605; sue.porter@wi.gov 

Stephanie Schneider; 715-832-6547 x113; stephanie.schneider@wi.gov 

Mark Jenks; 608-224-4507; mark.jenks@wi.gov 
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